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NEWS RELEASE
ACBEE TO DEVELOP PERFORMANCE INDICATORS TO HELP UNIVERSITIES KEEP ON THE LATHAM–EGAN TRACK 

Annual report reveals steps to measure built environment industry education collaboration

ACBEE, the Accelerating Change in Built Environment Education programme, has developed a framework for measuring how well universities are working with industry partners to deliver the relevant degree course content required by today’s built environment employers.  The approach was unveiled as ACBEE published its second Annual Report at a national conference in London today that examined the future of built environment university-industry dialogue and collaboration.  

The report was presented to ConstructionSkills and the Strategic Forum for Construction by ACBEE Chairman John Hobson, former Director of the DTI Construction Directorate.  In his presentation he revealed to the conference of industry leaders, professionals and academics that ACBEE aims to develop a set of key performance indicators (KPIs) for measuring the contribution that higher education courses make to the industry and tracking the benefits that result from their working together.  ACBEE also announced plans to use the new framework in a pilot research programme that will examine regional industry-university engagement initially in the South East, including the top end of Further Education. 
 “Construction is going through significant change in culture and working practices as it implements the ideas in the Latham and Egan reports and develops more partnerships and collaborative working,” said John Hobson.  “In support of this we are introducing a measurement framework and metrics to help universities, companies and professional institutions track the benefits and benchmark the performance delivered by today’s built environment degree courses.”
John Hobson also spoke of the need to open up a dialogue with the Government to readdress the way that the Higher Education financial system incentivises Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). 

more/

 “The HE financial system should respond to employer needs and ensure that universities deliver what is relevant to the sector, ” he says, “rather than simply heeding student wishes and rewarding HEIs according to the popularity of courses and student numbers.  When we consider the likely large increase in vocational education that government policy1 will generate in the next few years, understanding these issues is even more critical.”
As the ACBEE Annual Report explains, if we are able to embed the links between industry and HEIs fully into the education process this will result in national and regional partnerships and industry and educational links that create an integrated construction ‘knowledge supply chain’ capable of delivering the appropriate number and quality of graduates - when and where the industry needs them.
In addition to highlighting all of these points the Annual Report also notes that ACBEE has so far identified over 40 verified case studies which demonstrate good practice in education-industry collaboration across a range of course types.  The latest additions are briefly listed in the Report.  The full complement of case studies can be examined on the ACBEE website www.acbee.org. 
1 Ref: HEFCE Strategic Plan 2003-2008 (April 2005/16) - available from www.hefce.ac.uk

ENDS

Notes to editors:

ACBEE was established in 2003 to encourage the built environment industry, universities and professional bodies to work together to improve dialogue and provide more relevant training and education for the future.  It promotes the need for courses and teaching programmes that align with key industry themes and which demonstrate active university, industry or institutional partnerships.  

The ACBEE programme is funded by ConstructionSkills and forms part of the accelerating change agenda endorsed by the Strategic Forum.  It is guided by a pan-industry steering group representing CITB ConstructionSkills, CEBE (Centre for Education in the Built Environment), Engineering Subject Centre, Construction Industry Council (CIC), Constructing Excellence in the Built Environment, and academic and industry specialists.  CITB-ConstructionSkills, CITB (NI) and CIC work in partnership as the Sector Skills Council for Construction. CEBE and the Engineering Subject Centre are part of the subject network that is part of the UK-wide Higher Education Academy.
The ACBEE conference is sponsored by [image: image1.jpg]TrusT



 (previously known as The Foundation for the Built Environment - FBE).

Media enquires to:

John Hobson, ACBEE.  Tel:01827 880967. e-mail: johnhobson@tiscali.co.uk

Eddie Coulter, ACBEE.  Tel: 01243 543072. e-mail: eddie@eddiecoulter.com
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